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When open pots were used the water rapidly became fouled, whilst bottles which had a nozzle were rapidly emptied by the animals playing with the nozzle, not only depriving the animals of water but also flooding the litter tray. The drinking bottle described here overcomes these problems and has other advantages. Bottle: 40 oz high-density polythene bottle, narrow neck. Drinker: Nickelplated machined brass nozzle (AI; E. K. Bowman Ltd, 32-4 Holmes Road, London, NW5 3AG) modified by shortening by 25 mm. The cup is spun zinc, flanged to edge, with a hole below the flange to which the nozzle is soldered (Fig. 1) . Cup dimensions are 50 mm wide at the top, tapering to 25 mm; 45 mm deep. The drinker was made for us by E. K. Bowman Ltd.
At the time of writing we have had 6 months experience with 60 such drinkers in constant use. In this period there has been no substantial damage to the cups and leaks do not occur provided that the cap and bottle are a good fit. It has been our experience with all vertical cap and bottle systems that the polythene bottles may become worn and the thread stripped by over tightening, and care should be taken to avoid this.
Advantages
Drinking water is less open to fouling.
Bottle does not empty rapidly to flood litter tray.
Bottle is more suitable for water with additives.
It takes less space in the cage than a pot.
A full bottle is sufficient for a battery 90 x 40 x 25 cm (36 x 15 x 10 in) containing 10-12 guinea-pigs for 24 h.
The whole unit may be sterilized and is unbreakable.
